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Athens -- For the last 60 years, the United Nations has been an indispensable instrument
for a more peaceful, prosperous and just world. Since the signing of the UN Charter in
October 1945, the organization has played a major role in keeping the world safe from
universal conflict. It is the acknowledged peacekeeper and mediator for international
crises. The UN champions democracy and human rights, and combats poverty and
disease. But if the UN is to address the challenges of a changing world, reform is
necessary.

During the UN General Assembly that will take place tomorrow through Friday, leaders
from 191 countries — including PM Karamanlis and President Bush — will engage in one
of the most important debates in the organization’s history: how the UN will renew and
reform itself. For our part, the United States believes in a strong, effective United
Nations, and is ready to work with other member-states to reform this important
institution. For the past year, we have been active participants in discussions regarding
reform with the President of the General Assembly, the UN Secretariat, and UN
members, including Greece.

Our proposals focus on UN goals and programs in the areas of economic development,
effective protection of human rights, and promotion of democracy. We fully support the
Development Goals of the Millennium Declaration aiming to eradicate poverty and
expand prosperity for people throughout the world. However, our approach to
development aid is not based on arbitrary percentage targets. We believe in development
that emphasizes national responsibility, good governance, and sound economic policies
for the countries that receive aid.

A significant reform long promoted by the United States, which the UN Secretary
General also supports, is the creation of a Human Rights Council that will replace the
current Commission on Human Rights. A smaller, more agile and action-oriented group
will be, we believe, more effective in reacting to serious human-rights situations. In
setting up this new body, we will work with our democratic allies to ensure that
governments that abuse the human rights of their citizens do not become members of the
Human Rights Council.



The UN is already engaged in efforts to promote human rights and democracy throughout
the world. In 2004, President Bush proposed the creation of a UN Democracy Fund that
would augment current efforts and contribute to a more focused approach. We are
pleased that the Secretary General endorsed President Bush’s proposal and we hope all
countries will support and contribute to this initiative. In fact, Greece, as the birthplace
of democracy, would be naturally suited to play a major role in this important initiative.
The Fund would be a mechanism to help new and emerging democracies develop a civil
society and democratic institutions, such as a free press, independent courts, and political
parties.

Other U.S. proposals emphasize the need for budget and management reform in order to
improve the UN’s internal oversight and accountability. We support UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan’s idea for a Peace-Building Commission that will aid countries in
post-conflict situations. We also agree with the Secretary General that it is time for the
United Nations to complete the Comprehensive Convention on Terrorism, in order to
outlaw acts of international terrorism.

Many of these issues have been challenges for some time. They concern the United
States, Greece, and the wider community of nations. They must be faced by all of us
together. In the same way, the reform negotiations are a collaborative effort, as is the
work of the UN on the international stage.

The aims of the United Nations are rooted in the ideals of its founders. Its structure and
activities are now changing to address the needs of the present and the challenges of the
future. What remains, and should remain unchanged is the world’s commitment to work
together in the pursuit of peace, social progress, and freedom. As President Bush noted
in his address at last year’s UNGA, “Each of us alone can only do so much. Together,
we can accomplish so much more.”

gnomi.usembassy@state.gov



mailto:gnomi.usembassy@state.gov

“MeTappOOuion ya évav loyvpoé kKol AToteleopotiko

Opyoviopo Hvopéveov EOvov”

Tov Charles Ries, IIpéofn tov HITA
Kot amokAieiotikotnra yia tnv Koabnuepivn
Tpitm, 13 Zentepppiov 2005

AbMva — Ta televtaia 60 ypovia, o Hvopéva EBvn arotelobv ovsudmon gopéa yio )
dnNuovpyia vOG TO EPNVIKOD, ELTUEPOVVTA KOt dIKOLOL KOGUOV. AT TNV VIOYPAPN
tov Kartactatikod Xdapt tov OHE tov Oxt®dBpro tov 1945 ko petd o opyoviopog £xet
naiéel peilova pOLO GTNV TPOCTAGIN TOV TAAVITN OO Lo TOYKOGHLO GUPPAsN.
Avayvopiletar 61e8vag og vTevBuvo oo Yo T S10THPNCT TS EPNVNG KoL Yol TNV
emruyn oeaymyn dwmpaypatedoemv oe debveig kpicelg. O OHE vrepaomileton
dnpokpatio Ko To avOpOTIVO KOO LLATO, KoL 0y®VICETOL EVAVTIO OTH GTOYEL KO TIG
acBéveleg. AAAG Y10 VO OVTILETOTIGEL O OPYOVIGHOG TIC TPOKANGELS EVOG
LETAALAGGOUEVOL KOGLLOV, 1) LeTappOBon etvon amapaitn.

Katd m dudpxeta g IN'evikng Xvvérevong tov OHE mov Oa yiver omd avpro £oc v
[Mapaockevn, nyéteg and 191 yopeg — cvpneprrapPavopévov tov EArnva IpwBumovpyon
Kovotavtivov Kapapovin kot tov Apepucovod mpoédpov Mmovg — Ba cuppeTéyovy og
Lo oto TIG OMNUAVTIKOTEPEG CLVEAEVGELS GTNV 16TOpin TOL OpYyavicuo¥ pe BEpa Tov TpoOTO
avavémong kat avapdpewong tov OHE. Xe 6,11 pag agopd, ot Hvopéveg IoMreieg
mGTEVOLV G Evay 1oYLPO Kot amotelespotikd Opyavioud Hvopévov EOvov, kat etvan
£TOLLLEG VOL GLVEPYOGTOVV E OAA KPATT-UEAN Y1aL TH LETOPPVOLGT TOL CUAVTIKOD
oVTOD OPYOVIGHOD. ZT1 OEPKELN TOL TEAELTAIOV £TOVG, GLUUETELYOUE EVEPYA GE
ocv{nmoeig yia ) petappvdon mov £yvay pe tov [podedpo g Nevikng Zuvédevong, )
I'evu Ipappateio tov OHE, kou ta péAn tov opyavicpot, copumeptrapfovouévng g
EXAGSag.

Ot mpotdoels pog eotidlovion oe 6td)ovg Ko Tpoypappata tov OHE nov apopodv toug
TOUELG TNG OIKOVOLUKNG OVATTUENG, TNG OMOTEAEGLATIKTG TPOCTAGIAG TOV avOpOTIVEOV
Skt pdTmv, Kot g tpom®dnong g dnuokpatioc. Yroommpilovpe TANp®SG TOVG
210x0vg Avamtuéng g Aok puEng g XIMETIOG TOL OMOGKOTOVY GTNV EEAAEYN TNG
QTAYELNG KOl TN SLELPLVON TNG EVNUEPTING GTOVS A0OVG OAGKAN POV TOV KOGLHOV. 6TOGO,
N TPOGEYYIoN Hog ™G TPog v avartvuéiakn Ponfeia dev Pacileton o€ avbaipetong
nocootwiovg otdyovs. [Tictevovpe oty avamtuén mov divet Epepacn oty Bvikn
evfHvn, T OO O1KVPEPYNOT, KoL TNV VYU OIKOVOULKY] TTOALTIKY] TV YOPOV TOV
Aappdvovv owkovopikn Bondeta.

Mo onuavtikny petappvbpon mov tpomBovv ot HITA, v omoia otpilet eniong o
I'evicog I'pappatéag oo OHE, tvon n dnpovpyia tov Zvpfoviiov AvBpomvev
Awaiopdtov tov Ba avtikatactiost ) onuepwn Emtponn yo ta AvBpomva
Awonopoata. ‘Eva pikpdtepo, mo evélkto kot dpactiplo Zupfovio Ba eivat,
TIGTEVOLLE, O OTOTEAEGHOTIKO GTNV AVTILETMMIGT COPAPOV KATUGTAGEDY TOV



a@opov 611G Tapafiricelg avlpomvev dikawpdtov. H idpvon tov véov avtov opydvou
CUVETAYETOL GUVEPYOGIO [LE TIG COLUAYES ONUOKPOTIKES YDPES Y10 VO dlacPoriicovpe OTt
KuPepvnoelg Tov mapoPidlovy To avOpOTIVO SIKOIDHOTO TOV TOATOV TOVS 08 Ba £xouv
0éon oto ZvpfodAto AvOphriveov AKOLOUATOV.

O OHE ovppetéyet 10m og mpoomdbeles yio Ty mpoddnon twv avlpomveov
SKAOUATOV Kot TG dNpokpatiog oe 0OAOKANPOo Tov kOGpHo. To 2004, o mpdedpog Mmovg
npodteve ) onuovpyio evog Tapeiov tov OHE yua t Anpokpartio, 1o omoio Oa dedhpuve
T1G onuepvég mpoomdbeieg kot Bo GLUVEBOAE GE O TTO EGTIOCUEVT TPOCEYYLIOT OTA
Oépota avtd. Elpaote ikavorompévor pe to yeyovog ot o IN'evikde I'pappatéag
vioBétnoe TV TPOTAGT TOL TPOoEdPOL Mmovg Kot eAmilovpe Tt OAEC 01 YOPES Ba
otmpi&ovv kot Ba suuPdiovv oe avt) Vv TpwtoPfovAia. IIpdyuott, n EAAGSA, wg Alkvo
g Onpokpatiog, 0o propovce Puoikd va Taiel oNUAVTIKO pOAO GE QLTI TI) CNLLOVTIKN
npwtofovAia. To Tapeio Ba amoteréoel unyavioud yio ) fondeio véwv Kot
AVOOLOUEVOV OMUOKPUTIOV DGTE QVTEG VO OVOTTOEOLV [0 KOVOVIOL TOV TOATOV Kot
OMUOKPOTIKES OOUES, OTwg aveaptnto Tomo, aveEdpTnTa OIKAGTPLO, KOl TOMTIKA
KOUpoTa.

AANeG apePIKOVIKEG TPOTACELS LITOYPAUHICOVY TNV AVAYKN Yo LETOPPVOIOT oY
Yapa&n Tov TPOHTOAOYIGHOV Kot T 0loiknon Tov OHE, dote va Bedtinbdel o ecmotepikdg
Eleyyog kot 1 drotknTiky vBovr. Xtnpilovpe v Wéa Tov v.y. Tov OHE Kogtr Avéy yia
™ onuovpyio Emrponng yo v Owodounon g Eiprivng, n onoia Ba mapéyel forfeia
o€ YMPEG LETA OO EUTOAENUEG CLYKPOVGELS. ZVUPMVOVUE EMIONG LLE TOV V.Y. OTL £QTACE
n opa ta. Hvouéva 'EOvn va odokAnpdcovv 1 I'evikr Zopeovia yio v Tpopokparia,
®ote vo 1eB0HV eKTOHS VOLOL 01 dpacTnpLodtTTESg TG d1EBVOLG TPOLOKPATIOC.

[ToAAG amd avtd ta BEpaTa amoTEAOVY TPOKANGELS €00 Kot Kopd. ATacyorodv Tig
Hvopéveg Iolreieg, tnv EAAGSa, KaBdg kot Tnv eupitepn Kowvovia tov eBvav. Tlpémet
va to avTipetonicovpe 6Aot poli. Katd tov id10 tpomo, ot dtompoyLatedoels yio )
petappvBon tov OHE anaitobv cuvepyaocia, 0nwg GAeg 01 OpaGTNPLOTNTES TOV
0OpYAVIGHOV GTI O1EBVT] GKNVY).

Ot o160t Tov OHE glvan prlopévot ota 1avikd Tomv wputdv tov. H dour kot ot
dpacTNPLOTNTEG TOV OALALOVV TAOPA Y10 VO AVTILETOTIGOVV TIG AVAYKES TOL TAPOVTOG KoL
TIG TPOKANGELG TOV HEAAOVTOG. AVTO OV TOPAUEVEL — KOL TPEMEL VO TOPAUEIVEL —
avaAAOl®TO, elval 1 0EGUEVCT OA®V TOV YOPDOV TOV KOGUOL VO GUVEPYOUGTOVV Y10, TNV
emdimwEn g epNVNG, TG KOWVOVIKNG TPoddov, kat g elevbepioc. Onwg onpeimoe o
npdedpog Mmovg otnv mepuoiv) Tov optha otnv [N'evikn Xvvérevon tov OHE, «O
Kafévag amd pag povog pmopet va emrdyet kémowo mpdrypoto. Olot poali pmopovpue va
EMITUYOVUE TTOAAL TEPIOTOTEPOLY.
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